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For over 120 years the mission of Cottape by the Sca has been to help children
and families in need (whether convalescing children, children affected by war,
fire, famine, flood or in need). The lifeblood of rhe Carrage has always been
its community of dedicated people whose unerring commitment, througsh
good times and bad, has helped it endure and grow 1o ncer increased
demands.

Corrage by the Sea is a nowforprofin, self-funded children’s chariny thar roday
receives no govertunent funding, relying entirely upon the generous support
of its donors, branches, volunieers, business and community groups, trosts

and foundarions,

1590, Elizabeth and Annie formed
a Minisrering Children’s Learue
(MCLY in Victoria, Eacly days of
the MOL drovolved eireless fund:
raising and mavelling rhroughour
Victoria and also interstate,

to encourame the formation of
branches.

1895, The original 11 room
Cottagee, desipned by archivect,
Beverley Ussher of Melbourne
(State Library, the Exhibition
Building, Ormond College and
Rippon Lea) and il by ] C
Taylor of Geelong, was of timber
construction. The land, fencing
and hunilding cose £1,212, It was
officially opened by Lady Brassey
in 1805 4 1|'.ig TAisig Coremonny

marked irs inaygration.

(BaY W

1900 -1910

19005, Children were sene w the Cormage wo
comvalesce from typhoid fever, thewmatic fever, youngest children,
diphtheria, pneumonia, spinal disease and hip
dizeaze.

1901, HEH The Duchess of Cornwall and Yok,

Patron of the Leasue, visited.

1904. To save money and provide nourishing food
to improve the health of the children, a cow was
procured to #nsure a regular supply of fresh milk. of children’.
*“The cow has been a grear boon 1o 18 for this year, the
neewr milk a0 g.m...u:f furlt}w sick and weekly ones,”

i Qurl:l_n‘tljff.

1905, First Fresident, Mrs Robert Harper fiom
Towrak, visited the Corrape. Phoro right shows her

receiving flowers from some of the earliest and

1906, Marron wag paid a wage of FBO per annum
and a full rime nurse £45 per annum,

1909, Elizaleth Colder succumbed tooa bout of
preumonia and died ar her home in Maldon, ased
73. MCL raised funds for a memorial in Maldon

church and her obitwary described her as ‘o friemd

199, The Counress of Meath visited the Corage

' ' ) 1 I
In the L-ﬂgnnnlmg
1885, The Counress of Mearh (below lefr) founded

the Ministering Children's League in Surrey, England,

fundamentally ro give children an opportuniey to sene other
children less happily situated in life by remembesing thar all whe are
i niegel hove g claim apon them, The movement soon spread throuegh Europe,
America, Africa and Asia.

1589, The Countess of Meath travelled po Australia by ship. On hoard she
met Elizabeth Calder (below centre) of Maldon and Annie Hircheock (below

right) of Geelong and ingpired them to foom a League in Victoria,

1897, The wash howse was moved
demen the vard nexr ro the wood
lnouse.

Initially the Cottase provided care
for twehve "convalescing and delicare’

children ar a rime "o enjoy a seaside

TECOETY



]Ig 1 @ ,II ﬂ 1917. On 27th February, Annie Hircheock, prominent philanthropist and

community worker, died,

1910x. Children usually came to the Cottage by boat and occasionally by 1918. On 4th November, the Countes of Meath diel. On 1ih November,
train which terminated in Queenscliff. Once at the Cottage, Marmon would Corraze children participared in Peace Celebrarions in che Park (marking
send a posteand home saying rhe children had arrived safely. the cnd of WS, Tlie Wakanyana Pt Lonsdale Cottage by the Sea Appeal
Crottape staff had long realized thar prowing their own vegerables was Committee was estublished.

impossible in the sandy soil, In 1915 milk had risen to 5 pence a goart and 1919, The Oueenscliff Council requesred the Cortase be made availalle for
meat wis 5o dear at 2 pence a pound that the children were fed rablie 4 days any parients of the influenza epidemic, The Calder Wing was kept empry as
aweek, With the outhreak of war (W), bread had risen w 712 pence 4 HI CIMETRCICY ward and no more childeen were sent until authorities felr i
4lb loaf and butter was used very sparingly and supplemented by honey and wias safe.

trencle.

R A0

The Cottipe could not manage on juse cheie own fowls and ducks. Donations
of epps from Warragul and Dandenong were gratefully received and preserved
with o covering of O,

1910, Infectious diseases were a constant worey, cspecially measles.

1912, The Calder Memorial Wing was ol - o small 4 bed ward, o nurse's
room and much needed presses for the children's clothes and baskers for the
house linén. The cost was £300,

1916, Marron reporned ‘326 children had passed through the Cottage - o recond =0

Jubr Jor oy weer’,

1920 1930

1920. The League's bank balance was £5001/95/11d. At the invitation of the Mayor of Queenscliff, the
chiledren and staff went w Geelong on a special train o see the Prince of Wales. The Cotrage received
£99/ 11511 d from the Vicrorian Railwavs Diramaric Socieny's production of Sewing the Wind at the
Plavhouse on 3ed Scprember 1920,

1921 - 1953, Sea Breczes newsletter published, 16,000 copies were distrilred in 1922,
1924. Electricine was conneceed to the Cottage 4t a cost of £36/3:/0d for 30 cverhead lights.
1929, Sanra visiced the children ar the Comage (below left).

‘Please do mot forger about "Harcombing.” Most people lose o goed deal in the full of the year, se that could be
seevedd, An sent either for the "Cottage” o “Sea Breeges” fund uill he most aeceprahle, Grey halr iz very valuahle.’
Sea Breezes (May 1921)

@ E‘J‘h

& Quartavly Maguslne of Holes from ihs Ministering Ceildeas Lisgus
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1938, The new Cotrape, buile by | © Taylor and
Suns, Geelong, was officially nlmnc»:l by Lady

1930 - 1940

"Ciirls must be over 4 and under 16; bos must
be over 4 and wnder 9.7

Huneingficld.
1939, Az a fundraizing iniriative the Corage

produced Happy Children in your Home which was
advertised in Sea Breegs for 275 The new Cotrage

1930, Gonvernment bonds were purchased

through the Endewment Investment Fund wich

imeerest used o help maintain the Cotiage. was only occupied for five months before the

1933, The anmial cost to run the Corease was £1,897 787 11d. Warer
reticularion and a hot warer service system were installed and the sewerage

Defence Deparmment ook it over as a milicary
hospital, displaying the Red Cross on the roof
and sides of the building to alert enemy planes.
Marron was given 24 hours to evacuare staff and
childpen. In order for the League o continue irs
work, Happy Das = a larpe house in Black Rock
-was renred 5o holidoys could still be conduened
tor disadvemraged children.

system was completed (partly unded by branches).

1935, The Travellers' Aid Sociery provided invaluable assizrance by meeting
and assisring limle ones reavelling o and from country wwns wm the Cottage.

Dhue to serious deteriomation of the tmber Cottage, 2 Building Appeal was

unched o fund a replacement.

1936, The orizginal rimber Corrape was demolished and a new brick Cottage
was desipned by architect T Scowe W illinms, Collins 5t., Melbourne.

The Building Appeal raised £10,000.

1937, Committes members and visitors travelled ro Queenseliff on the

Weeroona paddle steamer, picnicking in the Corrage grounds and Lm-pl.r.tmj.
the wards,




1940 -1950

19405, 40 children artended at a rime sraying for 14 days, one manth or
lomger if from the counrry, In 1941, children were required ro stay for a

muonth due 1o petrol rationing.

1940. The annual cost to run the faciliny was £4,612/75/3d.

1942, With Hapry Deys not proving large enough, The Lodge at Sandringham
was purchazed and used as a bov's camp.

1943, The Defence Deparoment rerurned the Cotage to MCL and after
refurbishment, a Fair was held o celebrate ies renpening. A new AGA stove

Wl il'lﬁ[uill-!.b{,t. f:'ﬂ!lll'ﬂi WL |:'|l:..‘|{l ar Qlll_'r.'l'lfi\'.']lffﬂnd ﬂi.‘i(lﬂ at Sﬂlltll][!g‘l!&lll!

(unril ies zale in 1933). Groups of 40, girls of every school age and boys from
5 to 7 years, stayed in Queenscliff, Groups of 20 boys, from 8 o 13 years,
staved in Sandringham.

1945, The camps during Summer of 1945 were reserved for childeen of
PO - selecred by the AIF Women's Association.

‘At our temporary cortage, "Happy Days®, Marron Caughr began duries there in
Felmunrs, and was proving pleasingly compretent in her work. Becanese of the need

o make prepararion in case of an air raid, Marvon had enlisted the practical
cooberation of local wesidenis and of the Sandringham Ciee Covwnel, with the vesult of
a large rrench shelter in the pavden ar "Happy Daye®' Sea Breezes (Oerober 1942).

Phaotos below (from left): Recovering soldiers at the Cottage; Happy Dieys,
Black Rock; The Lodge, Sandringham; Mew AGA snowve.

1950 -1960

19505, 'Children helping children” - just two examples: Collingwood Primary
School provided Christmas puddings and Chilwell Primary School, Geelong,
donated gifts for Cortage campers each year,

An old rram was donared by MMTR as a play house for the children and
prowicled many hours of fun untl irs removal in the lace 19905,

Marron saved three children from a destinure family becoming Wards of the
gf}lrﬂ 1"'!.!' [H.kl] ls lllU]ll i.[:l i’“lf h'f."'-'i."rﬂ.l |1EH]ltb l.l.['ll.i]. llu.' Sul\'utiul] .'""'l.l]l.l.}' L'Ulll.Li ﬁ['l.d.
accommodation for them.

1951, The children enjoyed listening

o The Children’s Hour' on the radio.
1956, The Calder Ward was

rebwile as a modern brick playroom

artached m the Cottare,

1959, The children were allowed
watch TV on a 2uperseded model
Cusling 95 (which retiled new for
£193).

1960 -1970

19005, 'Blasting of the Rip channel
agerin cawsed crecks in the wall of the
Cettaape and casesed the picture of the
Chieen to fall off the wall with the
Pones Flerbour Autharity refusing o fuy
for damages and ML footing the bill
apetin.’ During this decade Contage
by the Sea moved itz administrative
office from 281 Collins Srreer,
Melbourne wo 1se Floor, 694
Cilenferrie Road, Hawthorn, 3122,

[he MCL Execurive decided ro prine and sell Christmas cards as a form of fundraising.
Druring the 19605 there was an increasingly large proportion of migrant children of every nationality,
as well as indigenous children, holidaying at the Cattage. Matron always rook grear satisfaction in most

CIIE!L].E-L'JI 11iHIIHgi.I1g o HELL ThoTe tI1H.!1. ‘1' 11]5 (141 '\L‘L‘J‘f_’lﬂ w]!i]..‘:-l uL |'.|:1L' CL‘I{LU.',{I_' fl’.l-f :!| W‘t.“.'b’.‘:'.

1961, The annual cost o min the Cortage was £19,640,/195/9d.

1964, The Excourive decided to prine lecrers o encourage donations from large firms.

1969, The annual cost to run the Cottape was $27,659.00.

Exrrace feom a lerwer sent o Marron from a 9 year old Greek girl who had

atrended:

T am riting a letrer o see how you aré going, if you o ovight. And if o want o

Rnvow hure L am going. I eatee all my meals like §wes at the Cottage by the Sea.

And my sister she iz oright. And [ think we will come this vear too. [ love to gee the |
Cottage again. | love o go o the beach all days and doun the big sandpic and linle |
sandpit dround near thewt, [ love to play at the back vear and 1 [ove the litele dog and

the hig one which I forget its name.'




1972, [t was decided thar the President could not hold office for longer
f f :I'
1970 - 1980

19705, At each camp 40 children stayed for approsimately one month.

than 3 YRS,

1977. A Srate Giovernment Cirant was given to Cortage by the Sea,

A well az beach acriviries, visits ro the Fore, Lighthouse and Queenscliff 1979, The older children visited the YMCA sporting complex, Father

o « cluildre a0 enjoved catching the ferry ro Sorrento for e iy ; Bl - e T 2
Historical Society, the children also enjoyed catching RO e Christmas 2l visired the children, arriving in a Queenzcliff Fire Brigade

a day of swimming and rock poal rambling.

fire carr.

1980 -1990
1980%, Table tennis, trampoling,
conkery sessions, farm visirs and mym
sessions as well os computer studies
were introduced \.{I.Ir'iTl;'! this decade.
A new cooking range and dishwasher
were installed as well as a new rable

wennis H.!'llj iJ(K!ll: lﬂl.'lil_‘.

1980, The decision was made o
consruet the Activiey Hut,

1982, The Marine Roonm was
complered, fearuring a marine tank
[or obser rill; collected ivems from
Swan Bay, as well as a oropical Gsh
tank.

1984, Government funding (granred

i 1977) cepsed, This !II|'|.|_|i|'|g CTisis

fundraising and inkind support
from Branch members, service clubs
and a generous public ensured the
ongoing viability of the Cottage.
Pecple rallied behind the Cottage

= badges were made with the mowo
"CGive a kid a break” and sald tor 1.
1985. The annual ecst to run the
Cottage was 5178, 388.00. The MCL
wag incorporared as the Ministering
Children's |_P:|glt|.-_- Tae,

1986. Variery Cluby of Australia,
assistedd |'1!| Retravision, 11r|-"'.-iPI'|I|.-'-L| the

Clottage with a 14 zeater "Sunshine
Bus',

1987, A new three vehicle carport
was built to howse the new bus and
Wi CATS.

compelled the Cottape o re-evaluare 1989, hw plu','g'rq_:.und u.puuud_

and improve its methods. Additional

Paulin Walter, rook place. The introduction of smaller camps for shorwer periods of rime

1990 -2000

19805, An award system was inmicduced ro encourage children

were considered by sraff and managemene ro be more heneficial o families.

1997, The administration office moved from Glenlerre Boad, Hawthorn w
to co-operate positvely in a group environment. More ourdoor 818 Burke Road, Camberwell 3124,
activities were included - horse riding, farm visits, mystery

tonirs, ferry rrips, bike riding and BBO picnics. More creative

wloor activities were also included = designing own eshires,

1998, The name formally changed from Mmistering Children's League Ine. o Cottage by
the Sea, Dueenscliff Inc. The annual cast ro run the Cortage was $532,49%. Staff rralning

became compulsory wirh all stalf having a Level 2 Fiest Aid certificate. Also some staff

disco nights, drama classes, cooking and choral singing. These undertook Surf Life Saving qualifications. Building of fire escape stairs commenced and

activities provided the children with a greater degree of self

waz complered in 1999,

esteem and confidence.

1990. The Cottage was maintained by the Board and 8 branches.
The Cotrage Cenrenary Year was celebrared with a giant fair at
Pringess Park, Dueenscliff and an official launch ar a Gallery
Luncheon by Lady Young, wife of the Chief Justice and
Licutenant Governor of Victoria.

1993. Heconztruction of the Corrage kitchen ook place.

1995, The Minstering Children's League in England closed and
made a penerous donadon of £10,000 to the Cottage.

1996, Restructure of Board functions, Cottage operations and

the appoinmment of the firse parr rime General Manager,




( ; Island atrending throush the Freeman program (now tun in conjuncrion E

2 1]' ﬂ {I' Q @ JI @ with the Carherine Freeman Foundarion), E

: . - = - - = 1 5 i B

2000s. During this decade volunteers ar Queenacliff and Camberwell played 2008. An annual Cottage Celebriey Surt Day was launched, generaring i

an integral role assisting wich general maintenance, gandening, driving, office jwareness and fundraising. bur most imporantly the opportunicy for %

admimisrranon and data base entry, During this time the Cortage appoineed Corrage kids w meet celebrities such as Cathy Freeman, champion surfers £

its first full rime General Manager, Tony Featherston, and AFL foorhallers. A DVD of each camp was made and sent o cach child, §

; " :

2000. Major renovations were undertaken o both children's bathrooms, Olga Johnson left a beguest of $450,000 which allowed the Cotrage to clear g

& It ewwing on the purchase of Riptide Cottape. A sarden ourside the ]

2003, Cathy Freeman, Olympic sold medallist, was appointed Corrage the debt owing « ' 3 ke i 7 §

S back deck was created and dedicated o Olga. a

atron. )
2008, A three vear Bushfire prosram was inrroduced, providi

2006, Purchase of the adjoining Riptide premises provided i ¥ _ F' e P ng §

camps for children and families touched by the February 2

the flexibiliy to run simulraneous camps and respiee for

£ 2009 Vieworian bushfives,
families, ete. New programs were introduced (Take a

Break, REEF and Menror) with children from Falm

reef mentor

pragram
prograim
‘j H E clectronically) through newslerrers, calendar/annual repores, A.G M.
Q '0 ]1 ﬂ 4. T © ]J I irwvitations and an annual afrernoon rea & rour of the Cormane.
During 2009/ 10 many Corrage by the Sea stakeholders conrribured FUTURE FUNDRAISING STRATEGY. To maintain and expand our
informacion for the L||:x'|:]u|_1|:11rr1l af Master and Hl."r:lh:_l:i{' Mans oo hl.‘.ll:l acrvities we also need o L,It'\.-t'lfrl"l Inng Perim 5rm1r~gicﬁ to ensUTe We remain a
enstre the effective comduce of the charity going forwand. The ultimate viahle and sustainable chariralsle operation, Thiz i3 all che more important
CHLITCOTNIE Wi the creation of a Master Plan which identified the mosr ws wie do not receive any (Ciowernment h]l'l.l.']il."lg. Wirh this in mind we are
effective nse of Corrame by the Sea buildings, land and other resources for currently in the process of serting up a Cottage by the Sea Foundarion ro
decades o come, help deal with future fundraising needs including sustainability issues, capiral
2010, Poard President, Michael Randall, announced wonderful news - the projects and bequest programs.
Corrage was debr free and the Board of Management was well on the way m NATIONAL CAMPS. Dependent on interstre funding, the Cottage will
developing sustainable short and longterm financial strateries. During the offer cammp programs for childeen in oeed throughom Afiseralia.

120 year celebrarions, a rime capsule was placed in the Cottage building e

be opened ar the 150th A.GM in 2040, Commemerarive paving was also

laid areund the flagpole, funded by donors and supporers.

2011. Following catastrophic flooding in Queensland and Victoria, a camp
program was introduced {(similar to the 2009 Bushfire program),

GIVING. New fundraising initiatives were introduced, aimed ar Community,
Personal and Workplace Giving.

COTTAGE FRIENDS. A new membership concepr was incroduced,

informing supporeers of Cottage news and events (either by mail or

COttage Hraﬂ-ﬂ]ﬂ_ ]jﬂi"l : i 'Lﬂmnnx]i[ﬂ ll:.._jlibil'l'ﬂlﬂ'l'ﬁ

i " BELLARINE 29 Flinders Steeet, (neenselitt, WVIC 3225
L| by the Sea Anthes Bromell ) Tela (050 52568 4644 el 03 5258 1663
I
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Queenscliff o el
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Bev Davics Tele(03)5251 2520

il i
JARRA {am I_'D'E:TI‘"-E-'JEI | ( _ontacts
Prue Forsrer “Lel: (03) 9417 7369 518 Burke Read, Camberwell, VIC 3124
HIGHTON CERES AUTRN Tels {031 9513 Doda
R Laigh ‘Tel: (03) 52491380 Faxs | 03V ORET 7154

Email: cottagebythiesca@bigpond.cony

Please call 10531 98173 (o460 or 103) 5258 16635
T \H"\k‘\t',cc-[tagfh';."{lll;'!1:3,:-!11.11-:ﬂl o do LELIAS,
et invidved or obtan informatiod: Danations

S200 and svee are rax deduerible!

Lo the best b a indpreatin, o tepons sl 5 socspred for any inaccumacies, sToors or o



